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A bit about me

1 Joined Cancer Research UK in 2003 as E—
a science information officer !

- Explaining/translating science to the
public

1 Background in Molecular Biochemistry
(BSc) and Science Communication
(MSc)

1 Helped establish News & Resources
website in 2004/5

1 Moved to Internet & New Media Dept. in
2007

T Now manage the charityodos online
science/health comms
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A bit about Cancer Research UK

1 Established 1902 (ICRF) B q ~
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1 Largest funder of cancer research in Europe

~"o.‘I||lell'

1 Fund the work of over 4,500 scientists,
doctors and nurses around the UK, working
on all aspects of the disease
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1 Funded £333 million of cancer research in jeuif 2 RIDRENE
2007/08 = : —_ry

1 And another £11 million on providing

information and advocacy about cancer Rosda, 45 4‘};,"",’3‘22“ Ion Fields

1 over 1 million people make regular donations
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Why?

T Despite falling death rates and

l ncreasing SsSurvi Vvi.

a00f-_.--°"""

1 é o v 80,000 people diagnosed
with cancer each year

f émor e dandiathree peoplein
the UK are affected

1 é one in four deaths in the UK are
due to the disease

T eéincreasing canc
population ages
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We have a responsibility to engage with people

91 About our research
- Progress
- Successes

oy
CANCER RESEARCH UK Joge

1 About other developments in cancer
- Context
- Wider narrative

1 About how people can reduce their risk
- Prevention better than a cure

1 To help people understand cancer

-what 0s happening to
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But theredos a | ot of comp

{ Especially online
DAILYJ: EXPRESS&

f A cancer news story appears
every day
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search term on Google News in (] ANCER
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1 Internet hoaxes and myths
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As one of t he UKOS VoI
on cancer e

V4

eone of our core functi or
through, this noise
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We make statements & comments to the media

ASeveral a day

A15 media
spokespeople on a
rota

ARigorous yet
rapid sign-off
process

AOften an internal
discussion about
what to say

ABut usually just
a sentence of this
makes it into the

papers!
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Doctors rule out 'safe tanning'

el v varaor

There is no such thing as a safe
SEE ALSO

» Singer 3Q2C to show ) sunbed risk
Aug 02 | Scesland

tan, according to skin cancer
expearts,

Although some advice says that

v Sunbed cancer nsk Increasing
1 sunbu

nis crecial 20330 07 | Health

rcners have concluded that
any tan is risky, whether from

sunshine or sunbed.

¢ Sunbed use puts hives at nsk

pr 08 | Heslth

RELATED INTERMET LINKS
Mot & good des » SuNdMan
» Figment Cell and Melanoma Research

The UK and US scienhsts said

there was sobd evi

tanning and cancer both =t: rt with DNA damage from ultraviclst (UV)
rays The E3C iz n

Atarrat zitaz

ot rezoonzibla tor the contant of autemal

They called Tor & ban on chiltren using sunbeds, and
claiming sunbeds were a safer cotion

ny publicity
TOP HEALTH STCRIES

» Waming on workers' mental haalth
54in cancer is the most common
cancar in the UK, with some

esbimates of more than 100,000

Cases a3 vear

Arger at abaortion debate timing

66 Overexposura to UV rays,
whether from sunbathing or
using sunbeds, simply is not
good for our skin

eed ol eating 'key Lo obesity

Kews feacs

”

The most serous type, malanoma
can be fatal if not found and
treated quickly

OST POPULAR STORI=S NOW

Carcline Cerny
ar==ar Ressarch UK

E-MAILED READ WATCHED/LISTSNED

[t has proved harder for scienbists to conclusively blame the use of 1 oncerm aver Katona 1V appearance

sunmhads for incraasmn cancar rick. hur avidance has nnw amarnad
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The O0Science Updated bl og

T Launched in May 2008 il

Science Update blog

Hene Aboul the aulhors Aboul this biog Qur wabsiles Tenms & Condilicns

NCRI session - The cost of cancer care

I IOSted at e ) \Yelccme zc the
ne of tha sessions at this years - Szience Lodnte
<

ning, fram
NCRI conference was on the theme

Cancer Rozoanck U
of ‘The cost ¢of Cancer care’ and
O r p re SS ‘ O I I l induded thass ~atly debated topics
L]

of drug spproval by NICE anc
regional vanatons n cancer sgend
{aka the 'pustoode lotlery'),

by commanting on this bleg,
you agras ta shide by our
Terms & Conditions

: s Other information from
So it was unsurprzng that the ancer Research UK
lecure theatre was packad Lo the ralters, wih some people resarting

Lo perchung on the steps,

27 3 posts a week

i ho Commerts ¢ Cancer Irestmem:. Chemctherapy & Drugs. Crug

eporeval, NCRI conf
% Posted by Helen

o, Dolicy, Quaity of fifa | P Oarmaliok

"Subscribe h"
Replumbing cancer - how to teach a new drug even

o

Rakesh Jair, Profeszor af Tumeour
Sagn wp Lo our cNewsletler

Rin‘aqy at Harvard Medcal Sthonl,

has a semewhat conmraversial
viewsaint, which he ssoke about at oNewdotter %
this yzar's NCRI Conferance. < -

He thinks scentists may have got
the ‘wreag end of the stick about
dngoger whibiors - relatvely
new cancer Srugs that are
designed to block the growth of
bloaed vessels in tumours. If he's sght, © could inean that the drugs
=% to date has bezn no more than o heppy acodent, and their full 1

@
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The bl ogods objectives

1. Tocommunicate Cancer Research UK science directly to
our audience

2. To provide rapi d commentary
b u s t i anogplkobehind the headlines)

3. To influence the wider narrative about cancer

4. To provide a space for engagement & reputation
management

@
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1. To communicate Cancer Research UK science
directly to our audience
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Viruses in disguise could be key to ovarian
cancer treatment

Ovarian cancer affects over 6,600 women
in the UK, and 190,000 worldwide, every
year. What's more, treating it successfully
can be difficult. Women are often
diagnosed after the cancer has started to
spread, and ovarian tumours can be
notoriously 'drug resistant” - chemotherapy
works for a short time but then the cancer
starts arowing again.

So a new approach is urgently needed.

One strategy under investigation by many of the world’s cancer
researchers - including teams funded by Cancer Research UK - is to
develop genetically engineered viruses that only multiply inside cancer
cells and kill them. Much of this research is based around tweaking a
harmless cold virus called adenovirus, turning it into a cancer killer.

Disappointingly, most of the clinical trials of these viruses so far have
had poor results. But there’s hope on the horizon. A new approach
from Professor Len Seymour and his team, funded by Cancer Research
UK, could revive the flagging hopes for virus therapy for ovarian

ranrcar
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You have searched the Cancer
Research UK - Science Update
weblog archives for 'disguise’. If
you are unable to find anything
in these search results, you can
try one of these links.

Welcome to the [N
Science Update :o:o
blog. from 4

Cancer Research UK

By commenting on this blog,
you agree to abide by our
Terms & Conditions

Other information from
ancer Research UK

o About Cancer Research UK

o CancerHelp

o MNews & Resources
o Support us

o Visit our homepage

Subscribe to this blog
Subscribe AN
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2. To provide rapid commentary on topical issues
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Home About the authors About this blog Our websites Terms & Conditions

No, red wine doesn’t prevent breast cancer You are currently brovaing the

archives for the Alcohol
category.

uly 8. 2008

Apparently, we can all relax.
According to the Daily Telegraph, "A

: Welcome to the [
lass of red wine a day could help to Sclence Update %%
4 S o'

prevent breast cancer, a new study blog, from b

. = Cancer Research UK
shows [emphasis ours],
By commenting on this blog,
you agree to abide by our
Terms & Conditions

There are two fairly substantial
problems with this conclusion. The
first and most important, is that
alcohol actually increases breast

cancer risk - and 3l types of alcohal ou‘ﬂsin‘orma::;: from
. . o arn
at that. To put it bluntly, if everyone who read the headline went out e

and started drinking red wine regularly, more women wouid get breast
cancer. More on this later.

About Cancer Research UK

» CancaerHalp

0 0 0

Nevs & Resources
The second issue, and the reason for the emphasis in the opening o Support us
paragraph, is that the study didnt show that a glass of red wine a day
could help to prevent breast cancer. Here's what the results actually

showed:
Read the rest of this entry » ———
Subscribe A

0

Vizit our homepage

< 5 Comments (' Alconol Breazs, Cancer in the maws Cancer myths
Health & Lifestyle, Rizks & Cauzes TV Permalink
o
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3. To Influence the wider narrative about cancer
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