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A bit about me

¶ Joined Cancer Research UK in 2003 as 
a science information officer

- Explaining/translating science to the 
public

¶ Background in Molecular Biochemistry 
(BSc) and Science Communication 
(MSc)

¶ Helped establish News & Resources 
website in 2004/5

¶ Moved to Internet & New Media Dept. in 
2007

¶ Now manage the charityôs online 
science/health comms
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A bit about Cancer Research UK

¶ Established 1902 (ICRF)

¶ Largest funder of cancer research in Europe

¶ Fund the work of over 4,500 scientists, 
doctors and nurses around the UK, working 
on all aspects of the disease

¶ Funded £333 million of cancer research in 
2007/08

¶ And another £11 million on providing 
information and advocacy about cancer

¶ over 1 million people make regular donations
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Why?

¶ Despite falling death rates and 
increasing survivalé

¶ éover 280,000 people diagnosed 
with cancer each year

¶ émore than one in three people in 
the UK are affected

¶ éone in four deaths in the UK are 
due to the disease

¶ éincreasing cancer incidence as UK 
population ages
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We have a responsibility to engage with people

¶ About our research

- Progress

- Successes

¶ About other developments in cancer

- Context

- Wider narrative

¶ About how people can reduce their risk

- Prevention better than a cure

¶ To help people understand cancer 

- whatôs happening to them
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But thereôs a lot of competing noise!

¶Especially online

¶A cancer news story appears 
every day

¶ Internet hoaxes and myths

¶ñCancerò was the 3rd highest 
search term on Google News in 
2006 (after ñOrlando Bloomò 
and ñParis Hiltonò)
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As one of the UKôs voices of authority

on canceré

éone of our core functions is to respond to, and cut 

through, this noise
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We make statements & comments to the media

ÅSeveral a day

Å15 media 

spokespeople on a 

rota 

ÅRigorous yet 

rapid sign-off 

process

ÅOften an internal 

discussion about 

what to say

ÅBut usually just 

a sentence of this 

makes it into the 

papers!
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The óScience Updateô blog

¶Launched in May 2008

¶Hosted at 

Wordpress.com

¶2 ï3 posts a week
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The blogôs objectives

1. To communicate Cancer Research UK science directly to 

our audience

2. To provide rapid commentary on topical issues (ómyth 

bustingô ïa look behind the headlines)

3. To influence the wider narrative about cancer

4. To provide a space for engagement & reputation 

management
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1. To communicate Cancer Research UK science 

directly to our audience
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2. To provide rapid commentary on topical issues
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3. To influence the wider narrative about cancer


